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Purpose

ÅTwo purposes:
ïIntroducing Northern Territory ñIndigenous Tourismò 

developments (focussing on the ecotourism- and 
community-based typesé)[need 45 mins]

ïAddressingñBringing benefits to the least Advantaged in 
Local Community through Community-Based Ecotourism 
Development (while Protecting Vulnerable Groups such as 
Women, Children and Indigenous Peoples from 
Exploitation)ò [need 2 days]

ïBlending the two [need a few nights!]
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New purpose (15mins pres.)

ÅConvince you that Northern Territory 

developments and issues are sufficiently 

comparable to justify consideration here;

ÅArgue that there is not one universal 

approach to address benefits/risks (from 

tourism) faced by most vulnerable groups;

ÅInclude many pretty pictures to show that the 

Northern Territory offers great nature and 

culture-based eco-sust.-tourism experiences;
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Community-based Indigenous 

ecotourismé

Å So many definitions, so little timeé (previous 

speakers should have done the job by now)

Å Most definitions include 3 key aspects:
1. ñEcoò é emphasis on conservation of ñnatureò as a critical 

resource for Indigenous people

2. ñEcoò é should identify ways of ensuring the economicbenefits 

are directed at communities/groups/Indigenous people who need 

them most

3. ñCommunity-basedò usually refers to development which 

enhances ñcapacityò to address social and/or cultural issues that 

necessarily arise out of development processes.
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As an alternative designation (fitting the 

NT context), we can refer to:
A form of development which 
highlights the relationship 
between ñnatureò and 
ñcultureò:

1. In the tourist 
experienceé

2. In the management of 
tourist-local community 
interactionsé

3. In the planning for 
impacts of tourism on 
local communitiesé 
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The Northern Territory of Australia

ÅTop End and Bottom End 
(The Centre); a large 
proportion of Aboriginal 
people scattered some in 
urban centres, in small 
service towns and in more 
remote settlementsé

ÅLarge proportion of population 
is Aboriginal; with quite 
diverse standards of living 
and opportunities

ÅNatural resources-driven 
economy + transfers from 
Canberra
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The Northern Territory of Australia

ÅNorthern Territory is a 

ñdevelopingò economy in the 

Australian context;

ÅIn the recent past: Aboriginal 

people ñchooseò what type of 

participation they want in the 

mainstream economy, 

depending on their views on 

culture, land connection, 

economic abilitiesé etc.

ÅIn some cases, there is an 

URGENT need for an 

economic base: Ecotourism 

and Artsé
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Approach in the NT

ÅBack to Nature-Culture interfaceé
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Nature & Culture integrated 

in the tourist experience level

ÅTourism Northern Territory explicitly markets ñnature & 

cultureò to move away from ñwildernessò stereotypes ï

shaped and manage the landscape for a long time;

ÅTry to convey complex marketing messages which connect 

the cultural practices and spiritual beliefs of Indigenous 

people with their environmental situation & evolution
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Nature & Culture shaping the tourist-local 

interactions

ÅIndigenous cultural beliefs and spiritual values influence the 

presentation and interpretation of culture:

ïWhat stories about place, landscape and wildlife can be told, by 

whom, to whomé cultural landscape

ïRight to privacy, to access different communities and culturally-

significant places (and Art or archaeological sites)é
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Nature & Culture when planning

for local communities

ÅThe Aboriginal concept of ñCaring for countryò is 

meant to reflect the indivisible natural-cultural 

aspects that drive collective decisions é about 

form and degree of participation in eco-tourism, 

community-based or noté
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How would the NT approach the mitigation of 

CBE-tourism impacts for the vulnerable ?

ÅCautiouslyé but surely.

ÅBy asking further related 

questions:

ïIs it the job CBE-tourism to 

address them uniformly?

ïWhat types of exploitation 

are we talking about ?


