[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]












3rd BIMP-EAGA – China Senior Officials Meeting

5th November 2008

Makassar, South Sulawesi, Indonesia
I. INTRODUCTION

1. The 3rd BIMP-EAGA – China Senior Officials Meeting was held on 5th November 2008 at Clarion Hotel, Makassar, South Sulawesi, Indonesia. The meeting was attended by officials from BIMP-EAGA and China, the BIMP-EAGA Business Council (BEBC) and BIMP-EAGA Facilitation Centre (BIMP-FC). The meeting was chaired by Dato’ Dr. Ali Hamsa, Malaysia Senior Officials and co-chaired by Mr. Liang Wentao, Deputy Director General, Dept. of Asian Affairs, Ministry of Commerce(MOFCOM), People's Republic of China.
II. WELCOME REMARKS

2. Dato’ Dr. Ali Hamsa, on behalf of the BIMP-EAGA Senior Officials welcomed Mr. Liang Wentao and his delegations to the 3rd BIMP-EAGA – China Senior Officials Meeting. He hoped that the Meeting will be able to finalize the Framework of Cooperation between BIMP-EAGA and the People’s Republic of China. 
3. Mr. Liang Wentao delivered his welcoming remarks on behalf of the China delegation. In his remarks, he extended his sincere thanks and appreciation to Republic of Indonesia in particularly the provincial Government of South Sulawesi for hosting the meeting and for the warm hospitality accorded to his delegation. He cited that it is their first time coming to Indonesia, particularly the beautiful place of Makassar. He noted that the officials from China and BIMP-EAGA are negotiating and finalizing the framework agreement on China – BIMP-EAGA Cooperation. He expressed his hope that this meeting will be an opportunity to finalize the framework of agreement. He also hoped that it will be a fruitful meeting.
III. BUSINESS ARRANGEMENTS

4. The Meeting considered and adopted the agenda which appears as Annex A.
IV
DISCUSSION AND AGREEMENTS:
BIMP-EAGA- China Framework of Cooperation (FOC) / Framework Agreement (FA)
5. The Chair presented China with BIMP-EAGA’s proposal of the Framework and, while acknowledging that China was only presented the final draft very recently, expressed the hope that China would be able to favorably consider the draft proposal.

6. China, in turn, appreciated that their comments on the Framework of Cooperation were taken into consideration. China, however, is of the opinion that the title of the framework should be term as agreement instead of cooperation. However, noting that BIMP-EAGA member countries agreed to adopt the title as Framework of Economic Cooperation, China will consult their legal departments and will provide the feedback as soon as possible.
7. China further proposed for the deletion of Paragraph 3 in Article VI: Implementation as it can be covered under Article VII: Meeting and was agreed by the BIMP-EAGA member countries. 
8. On the proposal of China for the signatory to be at Ministerial level, Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines concurred with the comment of Brunei Darussalam that the framework should l be signed by the Senior Officials since  the engagement with China is only at the Senior Officials level. In this regard, China will bring the proposal for confirmation.
8.
The meeting agreed to adopt the words “any differences or disputes between the participants” in Article VIII: Settlement of Disputes. 
9.
The Meeting agreed for the preparation of document for signing to be prepared by BIMP-FC and the document in Chinese version will be done by China. 

10.
The Meeting agreed for the signing of the Framework of Economic Cooperation to be held one day before the 5th BIMP-EAGA Summit as part of the deliverable to the Leaders and thus high-profiling BIMP-EAGA cooperation with China.   

11. 
The Meeting agreed that the possible implementation of the FOC / FA activities to be discussed once the document is signed. 
Briefing on Pan-Beibu Gulf Economic Cooperation

12.
China informed the Meeting that the Joint Expert Group on Pan-Beibu Gulf Economic Cooperation held their 2nd working meeting in Nanning, Guangxi of China on 24 October 2008. The Joint Expert Group on Pan-Beibu Gulf Economic Cooperation agreed to prepare a feasibility study of the Pan-Beibu Gulf Economic Cooperation. China is inviting BIMP-EAGA to participate in the Pan-Beibu Gulf Economic Cooperation.
13. 
BIMP-EAGA member countries agreed to study the detail of the Pan-Beibu Gulf Economic Cooperation on how it can enhance the BIMP-EAGA and China cooperation. BIMP-EAGA was in the opinion that activities under the Pan-Beibu can be incorporated in the Clusters. 

14. 
The BEBC expressed their readiness to cooperate with China and informed that they had participated in the Nanning Expo. 

15. 
China recognized that aggressive cooperation from the private sector is very important, and thus they welcomed the participation of BEBC in meetings. China continued to extend invitation to BEBC to participate in the Nanning Expo. It was also proposed for the establishment of the Guangxi and BEBC Business Council.

16. 
China expressed the possibility of convening BIMP-EAGA – China meeting in Nanning in the future. 

Date and venue of the next BIMP-EAGA-China SOM
13.
The meeting agreed to hold the 4th BIMP-EAGA – China Senior Officials Meeting (SOM) in Brunei Darussalam in October 2009. The date of the 4th BIMP-EAGA – China SOM will be confirmed at a later date. 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The delegations from BIMP-EAGA and China thanked the Government of the Republic of Indonesia for the warm hospitality accorded to them and the excellent arrangements made for the Meeting. 

PAGE  
2

