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Senior Officials Consultation between BIMP-EAGA and Northern Territory 

5th November 2008

Makassar, South Sulawesi, Indonesia

I. INTRODUCTION

1. The Senior Officials Consultation between BIMP-EAGA and Northern Territory was held on 5th November 2008 at Clarion Hotel, Makassar, South Sulawesi, Indonesia. The meeting was attended by officials from BIMP-EAGA and Northern Territory of Australia, the BIMP-EAGA Business Council (BEBC) and BIMP-EAGA Facilitation Centre (BIMP-FC). The meeting was chaired by Hon. Nazmi Mohamad, Senior Official from Brunei Darussalam.                                             

II. WELCOME REMARKS

2. Hon. Nazmi Mohamad welcomed Mr. Brendan Doran, Director of Asian Relations to the Senior Officials Consultation between BIMP-EAGA and Northern Territory. Mr. Brendan extended his sincere thanks and appreciation to the Republic of Indonesia for the warm welcome accorded to him. 
III. BUSINESS ARRANGEMENTS

3. The Meeting considered and adopted the agenda which appears as Annex A.

IV
DISCUSSION AND AGREEMENTS:

4. Mr. Brendan Doran highlighted that the NT has had an association with the BIMP-EAGA subregion based on pre-existing links between the communities; however, some of this interaction has diminished over time. He reiterated that NT still remain supportive of BIMP-EAGA aspirations and continue to encourage practical interaction in areas of mutual interest and benefits.

5. The NT has focused its support to strengthen the capacity of the BIMP-EAGA Business Council. NT has contributed funds towards the publication of the BIMP-EAGA Business Handbook and also funded the attendance of an eco-tourism expert, who was one of the speakers for the BIMP-EAGA Community-Based Eco-tourism Conference. 

6. NT is also offering to assist BEBC to re-develop the internet-based business matching portal (BIMP-EAGA Business Portal (BEBP)). NT is also offering to fund the cost of a short duration placement of senior BEBC representative with the NT Chamber/ International Business Council to facilitate skills transfer and business networking.

7. NT will be participating at the BIMP-EAGA Friendship Games which will be held at Brunei Darussalam in November, 2008. The BIMP-EAGA had participated in the biennial Arafura Games in Darwin, NT, Australia.  NT further also indicated that interaction in the sporting events between BIMP-EAGA and NT should be encouraged.
8. With regards to capacity building program/human resources development, NT informed that linkages/agreements between the institution in Davao, Mindanao and the university in Darwin, Northern Territory had been established.  Charles Darwin University has already started to establish linkages with the University Malaysia Sabah in Sabah, Malaysia. Charles Darwin University will activate its linkages with universities in Brunei Darussalam and Indonesia.
9. With regards to the conduct of the Darwin Dialogue, the Meeting agreed that an appropriate and focus agenda/theme should be formulated before the next Darwin Dialogue.

10. The Meeting supported the proposal from NT to focus its support and cooperation with the private sectors. The Meeting also agreed to focus on one or two areas of cooperation, and to find a niche area of cooperation as well as focusing on the strength of NT and EAGA. The Meeting also agreed to work closely in continuing exploring and enhancing the relationship
Date and venue of the next BIMP-EAGA-Northern Territory consultation / SOM

11. The Senior Officials Consultation between BIMP-EAGA and Northern Territory will be held in Brunei Darussalam in October 2009. The date of the Senior Officials Consultation between BIMP-EAGA and Northern Territory will be confirmed at a later date.
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